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FOREWORD

by Matthew Rowe and Samuel Hill 

Canada’s Indigenous languages are facing an uncertain future. Inspired 
by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s calls to action and by The 
Prince of Wales’s own promotion of traditional wisdom, Prince’s Trust 
Canada has made Indigenous language revitalization one of our major 
programs. With a focus on supporting language efforts through the 
production of content, our work to date has produced 77 titles in  
15 Indigenous languages, with over 18,000 books printed. 

This language learning colouring book is the first of a new series 
of resources developed with a commitment to the entire content 
development and publishing process being led by Indigenous 
communities and talent such as authors, artists, translators, project 
managers, and advisors. Our commitment to supporting the preservation, 
promotion and revitalization of Indigenous languages resonates in this 
colouring book as it is Prince’s Trust Canada’s first language learning 
resource tool to utilize Indigenous talent every step of the way. To learn 
more about our commitment to language revitalization and how you can 
support these efforts, please visit: www.princestrust.ca.
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This is a bird that lives in the east. 

ᐅᐘᐍ ᐱᓀᔑᐡ ᐘᐸᓄᐣᐠ ᑲᑕᔑᑫᐨ᙮
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The crane likes to wade in the water to look for fish. 

ᐅᒋᒐᐠ ᓂᑕ ᐸᑯᐱ ᐁᓇᓇᑕᐘᐸᒪᒋᐣ 
ᑭᓄᔐᐣ᙮

9780176903503_ojicree_int.indd   6 2019-03-08   4:13 PM



9780176903503_ojicree_int.indd   7 2019-03-08   4:13 PM



The eagle flies the highest to carry our prayers to Creator. 

ᒥᑭᓯ ᒪᐘᐨ ᐃᐡᐱᒥᐠ ᐱᒥᓭ 
ᐁᐣᑕᐏᒥᓇᒋᐣ ᑭᑕᔭᒥᒋᑫᐏᓂᓇᓇᐣ 
ᒪᐣᑐᐣ᙮
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To receive an eagle feather means you are on the right path. 

ᒥᓂᑯᓯᔭᐣ ᒥᑭᓯ ᒥᑿᐣ ᑌᐻ ᒪᔭᒼ  
ᒥᑲᓇᐠ ᑭᑎᔑᐱᒧᓭ᙮
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The hawk is our brother and a great hunter. 

ᐘᔕᐦᐊᒐᐡᑵᔑ ᑭᒋᑵᓯᓇᐣ ᐁᑿ ᑿᔭᐠ 
ᐅᓇᑕᐍᐣᒋᑫ᙮
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The beautiful butterfly inspires fancy shawl dancers. 

ᑲᒥᓄᓇᑯᓯᐨ ᒣᒣᑵ ᐅᒧᒋᑫᐣᑕᒥᐦᐊᐣ 
ᑲᒪᒪᑕᐏ ᐘᐳᔭᓂ ᐅᓂᒧᐣ᙮
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The veins of a maple leaf are beautiful. 

ᑲᐃᔑᐸᐱᒪᐱᑫᓯᑭᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐊᓂᐱᐡᑲᐠ 
ᒥᓄᐘᔑᓄᐣ᙮

9780176903503_ojicree_int.indd   16 2019-03-08   4:13 PM



9780176903503_ojicree_int.indd   17 2019-03-08   4:13 PM



The tree of life connects all people and all nature. 

ᐱᒪᑎᓱᒥᐦᑎᐠ ᐅᒪᒪᐃᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᐊᐏᔭᐣ ᐁᑿ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐱᑿᒋᔭᐦᐃᐠ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ᙮
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There is power in our culture. 

ᒪᐡᑲᐏᒪᑲᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐏᓂᐠ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ᙮
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Ev
er

yo
ne

 in
 li
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ᑲᑭ
ᓇ

 ᐊ
ᐏ

ᔭ 
ᐱ

ᒪᑎ
ᓱᐏ

ᓂ
ᐠ 

ᐱ
ᒥᐡ

ᑲᐘ
ᐠ 

ᐁ
ᔑ

ᐯ
ᔑ

ᑯᐘ
ᐨ 

ᐱ
ᒧᓭ

ᐏ
ᓂ

ᐠ᙮
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Th
e 

bl
ue

 ja
y 

lo
ve

s 
to

 fl
y 

an
d 

si
ng

. 

ᑎ
ᐣᑎ

ᓯ 
ᐅ

ᓴᑭ
ᑐ

ᐣ 
ᐁ

ᐱ
ᒪᔑ

ᐨ 
ᐁ

ᑿ
 ᐁ

ᓂ
ᑲᒧ

ᐨ᙮
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Th
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ᒪᐠ
 ᐅ

ᓂ
ᑲᒧ

ᐣ 
ᐅ

ᑐ
ᒋᒥ

ᓄ
ᐘ

ᐡᑐ
ᐣ 

ᑭᐱ
ᒪᑎ

ᓱᓂ
ᓇ

ᐣ᙮
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Th
e 
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 fo
r fl
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.

ᑯᑯ
ᑯᐦ

ᐅ
 ᑕ

ᔘ
ᑲᑫ

ᑕ
 ᐃ

ᔭᓂ
ᒪᒋ

ᓭᐨ
᙮
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C
ro
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lik
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 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r. 

ᐊ
ᐦᐊ

ᓯᐘ
ᐠ 

ᒥᓄ
ᐍ

ᐣᑕ
ᒧᐘ

ᐠ 
ᐁ

ᓂ
ᑕ

 ᐊ
ᔭᒥ

ᐦᐃ
ᑐ

ᐘ
ᐨ᙮
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. 

ᒪᐡ
ᑯᑌ

ᐏ
ᐱ

ᔑ
ᑭ 

ᐯ
ᔑ

ᑿ
 ᒪ

ᐘ
ᐨ 

ᑭᒥ
ᔑ

ᓄ
ᐸ

ᓂ
ᐠ᙮
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. 

ᑭᒋ
ᒪᐡ

ᑯᑌ
ᐏ

ᐱ
ᔑ

ᑭ 
 ᐃ

ᒪ 
ᑲᐃ

ᔑ
ᐸ

ᐡᑿ
ᑲᒥ

ᑲᓂ
ᐠ 

ᒥᑭ
ᓇᐠ

  
ᒥᐣ

ᑎ
ᑯᐠ

 ᑕ
ᔑ

ᑫ᙮
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Th
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ca
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te
 lo

ng
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ta
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es

. 

ᐊ
ᑎ

ᑿᐠ
 ᐘ

ᐦᓴ
 ᐁ

ᔑ
ᐱ

ᒥᐊ
ᔭᒋ

ᐡᑲ
ᐘ

ᐠ᙮
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W
at
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ut
! B
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.

ᐊ
ᔓ

ᓯᐣ
! ᑭ

ᒋᓇ
ᐯ

ᒧᓱ
ᐠ 

ᓂ
ᑕ

ᓱᑲ
ᓀ

ᒥᑲ
ᑎ

ᐘ
ᐠ᙮
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Th
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w
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. 

ᒪᐦᐃ
ᑲᐣ

 ᒪ
ᐡᑲ

ᐏ
᙮ 

ᐅ
ᐘ

ᐓ
ᐣᑕ

ᐘ
ᐣ 

 
ᐅ

ᐘ
ᑯᒪ

ᑲᓇ
ᐣ᙮
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Th
e 
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l p
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 in
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. 

ᐊ
ᒋᑕ

ᒧ 
ᒪᒣ

ᑕ
ᐍ

 ᒥ
ᐦᑎ

ᑯᐠ
᙮
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Th
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m
ap
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ur

 h
ea

d!

ᒣᐃ
ᐳ

 ᐊ
ᓂ

ᐱ
ᐡ 

 ᑕ
ᑭᐊ

ᐱ
ᒐ 

ᑲᔭ
ᐱ

ᒋᑎ
ᑿ

ᓀ
ᔭᐣ

!
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Sp
en

di
ng

 ti
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in
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ᐃ
ᒪ 

ᓄ
ᐱ

ᒥᐠ
 ᐁ

ᑕ
ᔑ

ᑫᓇ
ᓂ

ᐘ
ᐠ 

ᐸ
ᔭᑕ

ᑫᐣ
ᑕ

ᑿ
ᐣ᙮
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O
ur
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. 

ᑲᐃ
ᔑ

ᑕ
ᔭᐠ

 ᒥ
ᑭᓇ

ᐠ 
ᒥᐣ

ᑎ
ᐠ 

ᐃ
ᔑ

ᓂ
ᑲᑌ

᙮
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ᓄ
ᐱ

ᒥᐠ
 ᐃ

ᒪ 
ᒥᑭ

ᓇᐠ
 ᒥ

ᐣᑎ
ᑯᐠ

 ᐊ
ᒐᑯ

ᐘ
ᐣ 

 
ᐁ

ᑿ
 ᒥ

ᓄ
ᐘ

ᔑ
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Th
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ᒥᑭ
ᓇᐠ

 ᐅ
ᑐ

ᑐ
ᑌ

ᒼ 
ᑲᐏ

ᒋᐃ
ᐯ

ᐣᑕ
ᑯᓯ

ᐘ
ᐨ 

 
ᐊ

ᐏ
ᔭᐠ

 ᑭ
ᑭᓄ

ᐦᐊ
ᒪᑫ

ᐘ
ᐠ 

ᐁ
ᑿ

  
ᒪᓯ

ᓇ
ᐏ

ᒋᑫ
ᐘ

ᐠ᙮
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ᐊ
ᓂ

ᔑ
ᓂ

ᓇ
ᐯ

ᐠ 
ᐅ

ᑐ
ᐡᑐ

ᓇ
ᐘ

 
ᐘ

ᐱ
ᑿ

ᓂ
ᐏ

ᐅ
ᔑ

ᐱ
ᐦᐃ

ᑲᓇ
ᐣ᙮
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Ojibwe-Cree language key provided by Larry Beardy 

It takes a few minutes to learn the sounds of the anishinaabemowin/anishininimowin 
(Ojibwe/Ojicree) language sounds – 77 syllables/sounds 
 
VOWELS 

e   - as in pet (only sound it makes in Ojibwe/Ojicree, no breaks) 
i      - as in pit (short i sound, breaks) 
ii     - as in peek (long eeeeee sound, smooth, no breaks) 
o   - as in put (short o sound, not aw, breaks) 
oo - as in pool (long ooooooo sound, smooth, no breaks) 
a    - as in sun (short a sound, has a breaking sound) 
aa  - as in pan (long aaaaaaaa sound - no breaks, smooth) 
 
ROMAN ORTHOGRAPHY FOR OJIBWE (ANISHINAABEMOWIN) 
 
Where the two consonants are together with the slash mark, that means one or the 
other can be used for the sound it represents. The sound is actually between the two 
letter sets in Ojibwe/Ojicree. These are English letters and so there is that difference. 
 
 e i ii o oo a aa 

b/p be bi bii bo boo ba baa 
d/t de di dii do doo da daa 
g/k ge gi go goo ga ga gaa 
j/ch je ji jii jo joo ja jaa 

n ne ni nii no noo na naa 
m me mi mii mo moo ma maa 
s/z se si sii so soo sa saa 

sh/zh she shi shii sho shoo sha shaa 
y ye yi yii yo yoo ya yaa 
w we wi wii wo woo wa waa 
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SYLLABICS FOR OJICREE (ANISHININIMOWIN) 
 
 ᐁ ᐃ ᐄ ᐅ ᐆ ᐊ ᐋ Finals/Cons 

b/p ᐯ ᐱ ᐲ ᐳ ᐴ ᐸ ᐹ ᑊ 
d/t ᑌ ᑎ ᑏ ᑐ ᑑ ᑕ ᑖ ᐟ 
g/k ᑫ ᑭ ᑮ ᑯ ᑰ ᑲ ᑳ ᐠ 
j/ch ᒉ ᒋ ᒌ ᒍ ᒎ ᒐ ᒑ ᐨ 
n ᓀ ᓂ ᓃ ᓄ ᓅ ᓇ ᓈ ᐣ 
m ᒣ ᒥ ᒦ ᒧ ᒨ ᒪ ᒫ ᒼ 
s/z ᓭ ᓯ ᓰ ᓱ ᓲ ᓴ ᓵ ᐢ 

sh/zh ᔐ ᔑ ᔒ ᔓ ᔔ ᔕ ᔖ ᐡ 
y ᔦ ᔨ ᔩ ᔪ ᔫ ᔭ ᔮ ᔾ 
w ᐍ ᐏ ᐑ ᐓ ᐕ ᐘ ᐚ  

 

CONSONANTS r…..ᕑ, l…..ᓫ, h…..ᐦ 
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